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VIRTUAL TOURISM:
ONLINE TOUR OF THE 
NORMANDY D-DAY 
BEACHES
6 SOCIAL STUDIES CLASSROOM LESSON PLANS TO DO 
WITH YOUR STUDENTS BASED ON THE NEW BLOOM’S 
TAXONOMY FOR SOCIAL STUDIES INSTRUCTION
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FOREWORD 

VIRTUAL TOURISM IN    
THE SOCIAL STUDIES 
CLASSROOM
This guide is for Social Studies teachers who wish to make their 
instruction and history lessons come alive through virtual tourism 
in the social studies classroom. These lesson plans could be used 
in preparation for future travel with students or in lieu of travel for 
those students or teachers who are unable to do so. Elementary, 
middle school and high school classrooms could all use these lesson 
plans in various degrees of complexity.  
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The following virtual tourism lesson plans for the study of the D-day Beaches in 
Normandy, France and they are planned for learning and thinking at all 6 levels 
of Bloom’s Taxonomy.   

INTRODUCTION TO

NEW BLOOM'S TAXONOMY 
FOR SOCIAL STUDIES
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THE NEW BLOOM’S TAXONOMY FOR 
SOCIAL STUDIES:
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Taking an on-line virtual tour of the Normandy D-Day Beaches provides a 
lesson in United States as well as European History, engaging the students and 
submerging them in the history.

NORMANDY D-DAY BEACHES
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LESSON 1: KNOWLEDGE

(pre-set skills to teach: a list of vocabulary and dates pertaining to the Normandy invasion during  
World War II) 

1.	 Students may work individually or in groups.  Students are given 
comprehension questions to answer, based on their virtual tour of the 
Normandy D-day beaches.  They will then use the following website to take 
a virtual tour of the Normandy beaches on their computers: http://en.normandie-
tourisme.fr/articles/the-d-day-landing-beaches-338-2.html 
 
They will then answer the questions, using interpretive reading. 
 
The teacher may wish for this to be a guided tour for the students to do 
together at their computers in a language 
or computer lab or allow the students to 
explore on their own.  This may be an in-
class or out of class assignment.  

2.	 When students are finished, the answers 
should be discussed in class.  This should 
lead to a discussion about what they have 
learned about the Normandy Invasion.

3.	 As homework for that evening, assign 
for the articles on the Normandy D-Day 
beaches on the following website to be 
read for interpretive reading and for cultural 
connection, assigning a sheet of short 
answer questions regarding the articles: 
http://www.history.com/news/landing-at-normandy-the-5-
beaches-of-d-day

4.	 Discuss and go over the answers to the 
questions the next day, checking the students’ interpretive reading skills
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LESSON 2: COMPREHENSION

(pre-set skills to teach: a list of vocabulary and dates pertaining to the Normandy invasion during  
World War II)

1.	 Divide students into pairs in a computer lab, with each pair having a 
computer.  Students are to take a virtual tour of the D-Day beaches 
using the following website: http://en.normandie-tourisme.fr/articles/the-d-day-landing-
beaches-338-2.html

2.	 After having taken the virtual tour, the students are to describe 3 different 
beaches in Normandy and the battles that took place there and summarize 
the strategy being used. For each beach, they should write a 3-10 sentence 
paragraph, depending on their ability level.  
 
This activity will involve the use of interpretive reading and presentational 
writing. The paragraphs may be collected for a presentational writing grade 
or may then be presented to the class, with the students pretending to be 
tour guides of the Normandy beaches. This will further demonstrate their 
presentational speaking skills, using their history knowledge.
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LESSON 3: APPLICATION

(pre-set skills to teach: a list of vocabulary and dates pertaining to the Normandy invasion during World War II)

1.	 At a computer students will use the following website to take a virtual tour 
of the Normandy beaches during a class period: http://en.normandie-tourisme.fr/
articles/the-d-day-landing-beaches-338-2.html

2.	 Assign for students that evening to read the about the Normandy invasion 
at the following website for homework: http://www.history.com/news/landing-at-
normandy-the-5-beaches-of-d-day

3.	 The next day, divide the students into groups of 3 or 4. Give them the period 
to write an excerpt from an American soldier’s diary recounting his part in 
the Normandy invasion. The length can be determined by the ability level of 
the students. The students will be demonstrating their interpretive reading 
and presentational writing. These may be presented to the class for a 
presentational speaking grade and/or collected for a presentational writing 
grade.
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LESSON 4: ANALYSIS

(pre-set skills to teach: a list of vocabulary and dates pertaining to the Normandy invasion during World War 
II) 

1.	 Assign students to computers in a computer or language lab. Students may 
work individually or in groups.  They will then use the following website to 
take a virtual tour of the Normandy beaches on their computers:  
http://en.normandie-tourisme.fr/articles/the-d-day-landing-beaches-338-2.html

2.	 Next, assign for the students to read the 
following website about the Normandy 
invasion. This will be read for interpretive 
reading and for cultural connection: 
 http://en.normandie-tourisme.fr/articles/the-d-day-
landing-beaches-338-2.html

3.	 The next day, using their notes from their 
reading, the students, working in pairs, 
are assigned to create a VENN diagram 
to compare and contrast the Normandy 
invasion at two of the beaches, analyzing 
the differences in the invasions on the 
various beaches. They will be using their 
interpretive reading and presentational 
writing skills. This is good pre-writing 
for the free-response questions on the 
AP European History and AP US History 
tests.
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LESSON 5: SYNTHESIS

(pre-set skills to teach: a list of vocabulary and dates pertaining to the Normandy invasion during World War 
II) Recommended format would be that required by the College Board for the AP United States or European 
History tests. This is excellent AP and Pre-AP preparation)

1.	 Assign students to computers in a computer or language lab. Students may 
work individually or in groups.  They will then use the following website to 
take a virtual tour of the Normandy beaches on their computers:  
http://en.normandie-tourisme.fr/articles/the-d-day-landing-beaches-338-2.html

2.	 Next, assign for the students to read the following websites about the 
Normandy Invasion and the strategy involved. These will be read for 
interpretive reading and for cultural connection.  
http://en.normandie-tourisme.fr/articles/the-d-day-landing-beaches-338-2.html 
http://www.strategybydesign.org/d-day-strategy-and-the-normandy-invasion

3.	 The next day, using their notes from their reading, the students, working in 
pairs, are assigned to write a comparison contrast paper of 5 paragraphs in 
length, comparing and contrasting the Normandy invasion on the various 
beaches. This may be done individually or in pairs. This is excellent practice 
for the free-response writing portions of the AP US and European tests.
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LESSON 6: EVALUATION

(pre-set skills to teach: a list of vocabulary and dates pertaining to the Normandy invasion during  
World War II)

1.	 Assign students to computers in a computer or language lab. Students may 
work individually or in groups. They will then use the following website to 
take a virtual tour of the Normandy beaches on their computers:  
http://en.normandie-tourisme.fr/articles/the-d-day-landing-beaches-338-2.html

2.	 Next, assign for the students to read the following websites about the 
Normandy invasion. These will be read for interpretive reading and for 
cultural connection.  
http://en.normandie-tourisme.fr/articles/the-d-day-landing-beaches-338-2.html

3.	 Based on the above readings and documents, students should write a 
paper defending or critiquing the Normandy Invasion as best practice 
strategy used to end World War II. This is to be written as a document 
based question, practicing for either the US History or the European History 
Advanced Placement tests.
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CONCLUSION

Tourism, whether live or virtual, is a great way to motivate learning and the 
acquisition of knowledge and understanding of history. Culture is absorbed as 
the students are engrossed in exploring a new world where they have never been. 
Using any level of thinking in Bloom’s Taxonomy and meeting the standards can 
be easily integrated in live or virtual tourism.  Be creative and have fun with it and 
your students will, too!
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